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Title
Process of Educational Support for Hospitalized Children at a Hospital School.

Abstract

This paper describes process of educational support for hospitalized children at a hospital school. As little research
attention has been paid to this educational field, the qualitative approach, effective in relatively unexplored research
fields, was adopted here. The data obtained from three years of fieldwork, which consisted of participant observation,
semi-structured interviews with teachers, and document analysis, were analyzed according to what is known as the
"tsunagi" (that is, mediating or liaison) support framework (Taniguchi, 2004). The data suggest that the quality of
educational support is strongly affected by a child's prospective hospitalization period, and that in the case of long-term
hospitalization, the main trajectory of the "tsunagi" support system changes from that of "the child and the hospital
school" to that of "the child and the local school" in the course of the hospitalization process. Compared with
educational and other support systems at a different kind of hospital school (where most students have some kind of
mental problem), the importance of the "tsunagi" system operating between a hospital school and a local school, and
between the various other support systems, is also discussed.
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